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We who are many are one body in Christ.  

Produced by the General
Board of Discipleship of The
United Methodist Church to
communicate effective prin-
ciples and practices demon-
strated by congregations that
are actively making disciples
of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world. 

These congregations are
marked by:

• Clarity around the mission
and vision of the 
congregation.

• Practice of spiritual 
disciplines, both corporate-
ly and individually.

• Nurture of growth in disci-
pleship through mutual
support and accountability.

• Cultivation of intentional
and mutual relationships
with the most vulnerable—
the poor, children, the
imprisoned, the powerless.

• Consistent concern for
inviting people into rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ,
combined with wise prac-
tices for initiating them
into the Body of Christ.

• Connectional relationships
that facilitate participation
in God’s mission of global 
transformation.

• Shared clergy and lay 
leadership.

Bringing Joy to the Community
The Perry United Methodist Church in Perry, Georgia believes

that people of all ages have musical gifts to share with the commu-
nity of faith and the larger community. The older adult J.O.Y.
Choir uses music to nurture not only each other but the congrega-
tion and the community. "J.O.Y." is an acronym for "Just Older
Youth." The group, which ranges in age from 60 to 93, has grown
from 18 to 40 members in the past five years. Members are retired
adults who rehearse weekly to prepare seasonal musicals, hymns,
and songs to present in worship and in the community. The prac-
tice time of eleven o’clock on Tuesday mornings fits well with the
schedules of these older adults.

With music as their witness, the J.O.Y. Choir sings in worship,
other area churches, and special events such as the 2009 South
Georgia Annual Conference. 

Each month they sing in area nursing homes. Often residents,
who are now unable to even speak, can sing the familiar songs
with the choir. The experience is quite moving. The music ministry
of this choir often consoles, comforts, and inspires those who are
otherwise unable to attend worship, and it allows these faithful,
older church members to continue to live out and fulfill their vows
of membership. 

The J.O.Y. Choir has joined with youth and children two gener-
ations younger in presenting an intergenerational musical. The
church has also gained new members as a result of this community
outreach in music.

Some Questions for Discussion
• In what ways might you encourage your older members to par-

ticipate in your church's music and worship?

• Music has often served to divide a congregation by generations.
How might it be used to unite instead?

• What opportunities does your congregation provide for older
adults to reach out beyond the walls of the church building and
into the community?
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Dean McIntyre is the Director of Music Resources at the GBOD. He
can be reached at dmcintyre@gbod.org. You can read more about the
ministries of Perry UMC at www.perryumc.org.


