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We who are many are one body in Christ.  

Produced by the General
Board of Discipleship of The
United Methodist Church to
communicate effective prin-
ciples and practices demon-
strated by congregations that
are actively making disciples
of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world. 

These congregations are
marked by:

• Clarity around the mission
and vision of the 
congregation.

• Practice of spiritual 
disciplines, both corporate-
ly and individually.

• Nurture of growth in disci-
pleship through mutual
support and accountability.

• Cultivation of intentional
and mutual relationships
with the most vulnerable—
the poor, children, the
imprisoned, the powerless.

• Consistent concern for
inviting people into rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ,
combined with wise prac-
tices for initiating them
into the Body of Christ.

• Connectional relationships
that facilitate participation
in God’s mission of global 
transformation.

• Shared clergy and lay 
leadership.

WITH Not FOR
Argyle UMC in Argyle, Texas is a large church in a small town. It

offers a mix of contemporary and traditional worship and music in
three Sunday services. Congregational worship leaders have taken 
seriously the critique that church needs to be experiential, participatory,
image driven, and connected. 

Some congregations have struggled to accomplish this in contempo-
rary worship and music, often resulting in worship that is done by
leaders for the congregation rather than enabling the congregation to be
active participants in worship. 

In its contemporary service, the Argyle music leaders are always 
sensitive to what they can do to encourage the congregation. They
choose music that is within the reach of worshippers rather than the
current “top 10” favorites. They don't hesitate to raise or lower musi-
cal keys for congregational comfort. Instruments play as a supportive
and unified group rather than as performing soloists. The service
includes traditional, gospel, and global music along with contemporary
music. Video, lighting, and projection are all used to encourage congre-
gational participation. 

The result of their efforts to increase congregational participation is
reflected in the recent remarks of a member who said, “My goal is to
sing as loudly as the band plays.”

Argyle UMC also encourages music and singing outside of its 
worship services. They include singing in Sunday school classes, church
council meetings, and always at youth and children's gatherings. They
also take musical groups out into the community.

Some Questions for Discussion
• Looking at your church worship bulletin, how much singing and

speaking is done by leaders and how much by the congregation?

• It has often been said that United Methodists sing our theology more
than many other denominations. What can you do within and beyond
the worship service to be more encouraging and supportive of congre-
gational singing?

• How does music and worship with the congregation differ from music
and worship for the congregation?

Romans 12 Newsletter. Issue #94. © 2011 GBOD. All rights reserved. Permission is
granted to copy this newsletter for use in United Methodist congregations. This
newsletter is provided as a service of the General Board of Discipleship and is funded
through World Service apportionment giving by local United Methodist congregations. 

Dean McIntyre is the Director of Music Resources at the GBOD.
He can be reached at dmcintyre@gbod.org. You can read more
about the music ministry of Argyle UMC at www.argyleumc.org.


