
BE NOT ANXIOUS

A GUIDE FOR STUDY FROM THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS

“Today we gather as a Council still in the shadows
of the most tragic events of September eleventh. We
come together in the beast of great anxiety, the anthrax
scare, and the war on terrorism. We are aware that
bombs are falling in Afghanistan, that the people
continue to die or are at risk even as we meet today.

“September eleventh and the aftermath are now
considered by some as another defining moment in the
history of humanity. Whether these conclusions are
correct or not, we know that the terrorist acts of
September eleventh have created deep and lasting
changes in our world. Many are attempting to explain
how these changes are affecting the world’s economy,
the world’s sense of safety, our views of our
community, and our reaction to strangers and those
who are different from us.

“The newspaper USA Today, in the Money
section a few days ago, reporting on the findings of
different polls taken in the U.S., concluded that there
has been a change of values in the working place.
Before September eleventh, the top values were career
and wealth. After September eleventh, family and
religion have reached into the top, and career and
wealth have dropped way below.

“Even though we do not fully understand or
comprehend the changes that September eleventh and
the aftermath brought to our world, it is safe to
conclude that we are experiencing a new spiritual
search among people in the United States and, perhaps,
in other parts of the world. Persons are asking the
questions of life: its purpose, its meaning. Along with

these changes, which some have branded as positive,
we are aware that there are negative changes: Feelings
of suspicion and hate have been increased. We have
seen the multiplication of hate crimes and threats on
civil liberties. The war on terrorism and its bombing on
Afghanistan has elicited sentiments on both sides of the
spectrum. In the name of patriotism, loyal opposition
has been viewed with suspicion.

“The Council of Bishops is charged with the
oversight of the spiritual and temporal affairs of the
whole church. Therefore, it is proper that we ask
ourselves the question: How should we respond and
seek to lead the church in these uncertain and anxious
times so that our contribution to its life and ministry
be positive, healing, and redemptive?”

(Bishop Elias G. Galván, Seattle Area, President of
the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist
Church)

At their Fall 2001 meeting, the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist
Church shared witness and story to the tragic events of September 11, 2001.
Excerpts from that conversation are provided to the church for study. The
excerpts are organized topically, rather than in sessions, with suggested Scripture
that offers theological grounding for considering their remarks.
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A PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE COUNCIL OF BISHOPS

November 9, 2001

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Grace and peace be to you in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

The sad and terrible events in the United States of America, on September 11, 2001, and
beyond, compel us to speak words of hope and peace to United Methodist people in the 120
annual conferences in more than 50 countries of the world. Stunned and shattered by terrorist
attacks in the United States and the threat of bioterrorism, we, your bishops, call upon the
church to join us in seeking solidarity with victimized peoples throughout the world.

Our fervent and constant prayers are for those who grieve because they have lost
companions and loved ones; for military chaplains and for those persons who are providing
the ministry of presence, comfort, healing and hope; for public servants and countless
volunteers who have demonstrated selfless generosity; for all who are redemptively reaching
out to those persons who have been erroneously connected to terrorism; for the people who
have been placed in harm’s way and their loved ones; for President Bush and the leaders of
all the nations, that they may have wisdom and courage to lead people toward justice and
peace. We pray for innocent victims who have experienced injuries, loss, and death. We also
pray for those who wish to do harm. We pray that violence, terrorism, and war will cease.
We ask you to join us in prayer.

We are extremely concerned for the thousands of people who live in fear and terror and
those displaced by war and poverty. We sincerely believe that every conceivable effort must
be used to protect those who are innocent and most vulnerable. We are persuaded that we
must use the spiritual and human resources of The United Methodist Church to respond in a
loving and caring way. We commend churches around the world for their contribution to the
appeal, “Love in the Midst of Tragedy,” and all other humanitarian offerings.

We, your bishops, believe that violence in all of its forms and expressions is contrary to
God’s purpose for the world. Violence creates fear, desperation, hopelessness, and instability.
We call upon the church to be a community of peace with justice and to support individuals
and agencies all over the world who are working for the common good for all of God’s
children. We also call upon the church to study and work toward alleviating the root causes
of poverty and the other social conditions that are exploited by terrorists.

As people of the Resurrection, we believe that peace has been achieved in Christ; however,
this peace is yet to be fully realized in human relationships. The message of the Resurrection
is that love is stronger than all the forces of evil. Furthermore, it is only sacrificial love, not
war, which can reconcile people to God and to each other. We call upon the church, leaders,
nations, and individuals around the world to make room for love so that the patterns of our
common life might reveal God’s justice.

We offer this letter with the wondrous promise of Advent ringing in our ears: “But the angel
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people’” (Luke 2:10).

Peace,

Bishops of The United Methodist Church
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• Read John 20:19-23. After the tragedy of the
Crucifixion, the disciples had their moment of fear
and immobilization. Then Jesus appeared to them to
comfort and empower them. Reflect on this
Scripture and Bishop Johnson’s comment; then
discuss these questions:

• What were your feelings immediately after the
terrorist attack? What are they now and how, if at
all, have they changed?

• How have you coped with feelings of anxiety?

• In what ways has the church been supportive? In
what ways can the church offer more or better
support?

• Have feelings of fear or apprehension affected your
desire or ability to keep the church open and a place
of sanctuary for all? If so, how have you dealt with
that struggle?

When asked how have our congregations been affected, I would say
there...is a free-floating anxiety... And I would say that there is an absolute
difficulty, believe it or not, in keeping our doors open, keeping our hearts
open, and keeping our minds open because when we are struck with tragedy,
usually...[we] fight or take flight. It’s hard to keep your doors open when
you’re scared. But The United Methodist Church and our churches and
people binding together have worked hard to keep our doors open anyway,
to keep hearts open, keep minds open, and to work. But I will say, not
without a struggle. (Bishop Alfred Johnson, New Jersey Area)

ANXIETY AND THE COMFORT OF THE CHURCH

On the morning after the attack at the World Trade Center..., I had
awakened with the question, “What can I do in the face of such a massive
death and destruction?”... Later that morning I called two men in the church
and wanted them to confirm the prompting and consider joining me
attempting to set up a prayer outpost at Liberty Park. Towards noon we met
in the sanctuary, gathered some basic supplies and some people, and started
our journey... The park rangers directed us to a parking lot to wait for
permission from the chief ranger. They [the laity] were able to minister to
many persons who came across the river who were traumatized, who were
beaten, who were bruised, and who had experienced the shock.

(Bishop Alfred Johnson, New Jersey Area)

• After the attack, many of us felt an overwhelming
need to do something: give blood, donate money or
other relief items, search the wreckage, hold
worship services, pray. In what ways has the Holy
Spirit led you to extend yourself?

• How is your church continuing its efforts to offer
counsel and comfort to its members, as well as to
the greater community?

• One temptation, after the immediate shock and
disaster, is to resume life as if everything is back to
normal, even though relief efforts alone will take
months or years to complete. In what ways can you
continue to work for relief and justice?

• Spend at least 15 minutes brainstorming a list of
action items that you and your church could pursue;
then discuss the list with your church council.
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• Read John 14:25-31. Jesus promised his disciples
that he had heard their great confusion and anxiety
and that they would have a powerful Comforter.
Even in the face of great tragedy and pending evil
(verse 30), God’s power through the Advocate
would continue to be complete and sufficient, a
promise that endures for all time.

• Have you or someone you know felt divided,
compelled to keep up a strong appearance while
needing strength and comfort at the same time? If

so, take some time to reflect on God’s promise of a
Comforter. Does that Comforter have a human face
as well for you? Can you be that presence for
someone else?

• Consider the people in your workplace or school who
may have special challenges now. With one or two
other people, think about ways you may be able to
provide some relief: by taking on a little extra work,
by offering childcare, by listening without judging or
advising. How can you be a strengthening presence?
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A young grandmother who was at work at Liberty Park on September
the eleventh and who had witnessed the attack and the collapse of the World
Trade Center...felt responsible to be strong for her family. At work her
energies were devoted to the rescue effort. Yet no one had listened to her
story of sleepless nights and the horror of hearing from across the Hudson
River countless voices scream momentarily as the towers opened up and fell,
followed by an awful silence. The guidance she received and the assurance of
support she received from a United Methodist church comforted her.

(Bishop Alfred Johnson, New Jersey Area)

When the news hit Liberia, the president of our country, Charles 
Taylor, immediately dispatched security people to the embassy. And he 
also guaranteed protection for American citizens in Liberia. And, of course,
the churches, including the Muslim people, came together for memorial
services.... I’ve always said to my congregation, to my people, that the
church is all the world to us. For me, the existence of the church in any
community...becomes the life and light of that community. And our church
is a great church; it’s a wonderful church; it’s a caring church; it’s a loving
church. It’s a church that pleads for justice.

(Bishop John Innis, Liberia Area)

• Read Isaiah 11:1-10. The church must not simply be
a place of comfort; it must also be a place of justice
for all. How do these images of reconciliation and
justice describe the desires and actions of your
church and your own faith life?

• At a time of tragedy, the natural response is to
gravitate to those who look, believe, and act as we
do. What does it mean to “not judge by what [the]
eyes see, or decide by what [the] ears hear; but

with righteousness...judge the poor, and decide
with equity”?

• How are your church and community working to
protect the rights of people perceived as foreigners?
What attitude adjustment, if any, is needed to fulfill
God’s call for righteous action and personal conduct?

• How can you be an agent for reconciliation? How
might you need to change or grow to be such an
agent?



• Read Exodus 23:20-33; Ezra 9:1-4; Isaiah 49:1-7;
Matthew 10:5-15; John 10:11-18. Research these
passages in a Bible commentary to better understand
their context and meaning. The Scriptures at various
times seem to support a narrow nationalism and a
broad, inclusive understanding of the household of
God. By what criteria do you understand who is in
or out of God’s community?

• When extreme behaviors are associated with
particular groups, it may be a struggle not to isolate
(or persecute) people in those groups simply because
of their association. How do you wrestle with
loving a neighbor who in other respects seems
foreign to you?

• Our national leaders have been clear that the
current conflict is not a conflict with Islam but
against evil and those who would attack the United
States and its freedoms. How do you understand the
battle? What, do you think, are the appropriate
ways to respond to evil and evildoers? How do you
separate religion and ethnicity from particular
extreme or dangerous behaviors?

• Our national leaders speak about the “enemy.”
Osama bin Laden and his supporters consider the
United States an enemy because of its policies
toward certain Muslim nations, as oppressor and
terrorist. How would you define “enemy”? Review

with other people what you know of U.S. foreign
policy in the Middle East, and do some research as
well. How do you understand the claims of
terrorism on both sides? What are the areas of
culpability in national policies? What impact do
these policies have on the lives of ordinary citizens?

• During our involvement in World War II, the
United States detained citizens of Japanese origin,
a policy we now decry. Hundreds of people are
now being detained in an effort to root out
terrorists and terrorist cells in the country, and
there are some reports that their civil liberties are
being breached. How can we balance the need for
protection and safety for the nation with the
protection of the rights of all residents in the
United States? How do we best deal with the
sleeper terrorists if suspects are not detained? At
what time, if any, must an individual’s rights give
way to the perceived needs of the larger group?
What are the inherent justice issues in dealing with
the long-term detention of people solely for
infractions of their immigration conditions?

• How do Scriptures that speak to peace and justice
influence this discussion?

• What can we learn from our history and from
people who have systematically been profiled,
marginalized, and oppressed by the majority?
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SUSPICION AND HATRED

We’re trying to help our pastors understand the origin and power of
evil, and how evil works in the world, and what...the Christian faith has to
say to evil. (Bishop Joe E. Pennel, Jr., Richmond Area)

That evening we called a prayer service, memorial service, and about four
hundred people showed up. And at that time I said something like this: “When
I was six, the Pearl Harbor was attacked, and I was in Japanese rule...that
cold winter December day.... The Japanese principal gathered us all to the
school yard and triumphantly announced that we hit the target in Pearl
Harbor. But the history told us otherwise.

(Bishop Hae-Jong Kim, Pittsburgh Area)



• Read Romans 8:31-39; Matthew 7:21-23. The
Scriptures assure us that what is in accord with the
will of God shall be honored by God, but that not
everything undertaken in God’s name is actually of
God. Do you believe that our current military
response is in accord with or in opposition to the
will of God? How does Scripture influence your
decision?

• Read Matthew 5:43-48. One way to dispatch an
enemy and to feel no real concern for his or her
death is to objectify that person. Yet, if we pray for
an enemy, we personify him or her. Do you think it
is possible to love our enemies into submission? If
the people who are waging a terror campaign are
the ones in need of redemption, do we have the will

and the stamina to love them into reconciliation?
How might the United States require redemption as
a result of our attitudes and actions? What
redemption might we, as Christians, require as a
result of our own attitudes and actions?

• We have read numerous stories of attacks against
Muslims and others who are U.S. citizens or
residents and many other stories of communities
bonding together to ensure the safety and nurture of
Muslim neighbors and their homes, businesses, and
places of worship. How have you and your church
responded to non-Christian neighbors? What
struggles have there been, and what action plans
have you formulated to address them? What success
stories can you tell of the triumph of love?
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THE WAR ON TERRORISM

One of my first memories is the image of my hometown burning a whole
night and a day in the Second World War. And one of my teachers later on
told us the most dangerous wars and struggles between human beings will
always be those where people are convinced to combat for a great idea for
the real good, because then your enemies are no longer human beings but
enemies of the good, or even of God. And your purpose seems to sanctify
almost every means. And the problem is that this dehumanizing process [is]
not only a call to those who only pretend to struggle for the common good
but also to those who combat for the real good.

(Bishop Walter Klaiber, Germany)

After the September eleventh incident, many have said that this might end
in a religious war...Christians and Muslims. What I’m going to present to you
is a brief statement on the Christian–Muslim conflict in my area in Mindanao.

The Philippine archipelago is divided into three main parts commonly
called the Luzon, the Visayas, and Mindanao. Mindanao, which is situated at
the southern portion of the archipelago, has about twenty-two million people
of the estimated seventy-six million Filipinos. There are at least forty major
ethno-linguistic groups. The Moros comprise thirteen groups.

Named after the Moors of Morocco by the Spanish conquistadors who
came to the Philippines, the Moros are the Islamized tribal communities in
Mindanao, Sulu, and Tawi-Tawi. Historically, the Moros, who constitute a
very small minority under Christian leadership, were rapidly marginalized
and disenfranchised.... The influx of immigrants in the late 1960’s [has]
reduced the Moros to around twenty-five percent of Mindanao population
from about seventy-five percent at the turn of the century.... [They have
endured] years of neglect by the government; long periods of oppression,
exploitation, and discrimination; sufferings and insecurities resulting from the
loss of their lands and from political domination; death threats consummated
and potential to their individual and collective physical existence.



There are two Moro rebel groups that have fought separately for self-
rule. [One is] the Moro National Liberation Front, or the MNLF, led by Nur
Misuari. Once the largest Moro separatist group, [the MNLF] signed a peace
agreement with the Philippine government in 1996 accepting autonomy and
dropping its bid for independence. The Moro Islamic Liberation Front, or
MILF, broke away from the MNLF in 1978 and surfaced as a new faction
years later following a dispute with Nur Misuari, but continued to wage war
against the Philippine government.

There is another group whose prime mission is not to fight for
independence but to terrorize: the Abu Sayyaf group. It’s believed to be
linked with Osama bin Laden, and its goal is to kidnap for ransom
foreigners and rich businessmen. Just a few days before I left the country in
coming here, some consultants from the U.S. military [had] arrived in Manila
to help go after this Abu Sayyaf group.... The result of the conflict since last
year alone shows more than one thousand people killed; nearly 450 thousand
forced to leave their homes; and, as of August, a report showed that at least
340 thousand people were still in the evacuation centers. Damage to homes,
schools, utilities, places of worship, agriculture, and infrastructure was placed
at about 90 million pesos. (Bishop Leo Soriano, Davao Area, Philippines)

• Read Isaiah 10:1-4. Oppression, especially long-
term oppression, and ethnic prejudices, while not
justifications, are two root causes of terrorism.
When, if ever, is drastic action against one’s own, or
another, government justified? When is it not? What
is the obligation of any government to hear and
respond to those whose voice is unheard? What is a
legitimate course of action against a foe who regards
martyrdom and the death of others as a glorious
option?

• At what point might political or military action
devolve into tactics that have no substantive

difference from terrorism? If terrorism is (or is
perceived to be) a reaction against oppression, will
oppressing (or killing) terrorists adequately solve the
conflict? How do you, as a Christian, assess the
desperate situation in which many people
throughout the world find themselves? How does
this compare with your thoughts and feelings
regarding the social and economic consequences of
the attacks on September 11?

• What responsibility does the majority group have
for routing out and then preventing the seeds and
fruits of terrorism? for ensuring justice for all?

LASTING CHANGES IN AMERICAN LIFE

I have in the last weeks thought about a word which was said immediately
after the events of September eleventh: “Nothing will be again as it has been
before.” This may be true in this country where war has been, since more than
one century, something which happens abroad. But if this saying meant this is
now a new quality in the way people deal with one another, I would rather say,
“Nothing has ever been as it has thought to be before.”

(Bishop Walter Klaiber, Germany)

• Take turns in your group offering one observation
about how life is not the same and why. How does
this make you feel? Do you regard or deal with
others differently? If so, how and why?

• With a partner you trust, discuss how you deal with
change. Do you see any good changes in any of the
institutions of our society? If so, what are they, and
why are they positive?

7



• Read Philippians 4:4-14. The apostle Paul faced a
life fraught with danger and pain, yet he felt he
could endure anything because of his sense of God’s
presence. How can we claim that strength in the
midst of horror without implying that those who
struggle or can’t cope are somehow deficient or not
faithful enough?

• When we see things such as that scalp, we can’t ever
go back and not see it. It makes a lasting imprint on
our minds, hearts, and souls. If you, or someone
you know, are struggling beyond the ability to cope,
talk with a trusted friend about how to suggest,
seek, or provide professional help. (Be gentle and do

not counsel if you are not qualified to offer trauma
counseling, and remember that even Jesus struggled
with pain and fear.)

• There are some things that we think our children
should never have to see or deal with, although
children elsewhere in the world do this daily. How
have your family, church, school, and community
reached out to help children make sense of this
tragedy and the consequences? If nothing has been
happening, brainstorm ways to meet these needs.
How have you been able to talk with children
about God in the midst of tragedy? How do you
understand God’s presence yourself?
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We have come to know the term Ground Zero. Ground Zero is a reality.
Ground Zero is a place of death, destruction. It is a place that is very
difficult to describe.... I talked with a psychiatric social worker in one of our
congregations who had been working with workers who had volunteered to
go to Ground Zero in the early days, and she said, “I counseled with one
iron worker who said, ‘I went one day, and I’m not going back.’ He said, ‘I
can’t go back. I’m not suited for this.’ For on the first day as he was
working, he picked up a scalp.” Ground Zero is an awesome place.

(Bishop Ernest S. Lyght, New York Area)

On the morning of September the eleventh, one of three teachers from
Washington, D.C., was flying with her students to California for an award
that was being presented by National Geographic. The plane was diverted
and crashed into the Pentagon.

The teacher was a member of Epworth United Methodist Church. Her
place of birth was Sierra Leone. She was a marvelous teacher, a person who
had come to our United States to escape the ravages of war in Sierra Leone
and had given herself to the teaching profession and died with her student on
that morning. At about nine o’clock that night, I received a call from our
adopted son, Abu Kamanda, also from Sierra Leone, indicating that that
morning his wife had given birth to a baby girl at the very hour that the
plane had crashed into the Pentagon. And so in the twinkling of an eye, a life
was taken; and in the twinkling of an eye, a life was born. That’s where we
are. Lives taken and lives brought forth in the fullness of time.

(Bishop Felton Edwin May, Washington Area)



• Read Job 1:6-22; 42:1-17. In the story, Job lost
everything except his life and his wife. After a
lengthy contention with his friends and then with
God, Job came to a new understanding of the
workings of God, and his family and fortune were
restored “more than his beginning.”

• When such a thing happens, it is not as if the
replacement makes up for the loss of the original;
yet life goes on. What losses are you and your

family dealing with? How do you understand the
ebb and flow of life and fortune? How can you
address the losses of others without the facile or
empty arguments of Job’s friends?

• How do you understand the fullness of God’s time
and God’s activity in human affairs? Does this
understanding bring you strength and comfort? pain
or sorrow? confusion? hope?
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The first question is, In whom do we trust? The dollar says, “In God We
Trust”; but the dollar, that is part of the problem. Money is a very popular
but a very problematic witness for our trust in God. Of course, looking at
the way the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon were
executed, it is no wonder that people are frightened and feel the hidden
danger, which is still looming above us. But, nevertheless, it is astonishing
how suddenly we lose the confidence that our safety is a given.

Churches in Germany were packed in those days with people who
looked for space to mourn, to pray, and maybe to regain their trust. And for
me, events like this are a challenge for me to test whether I put my
confidence on functioning safety systems or whether I trust in God.

(Bishop Walter Klaiber, Germany)

ASKING THE QUESTIONS OF LIFE

• Read John 16, a portion of Jesus’ farewell discourse
of love and encouragement to his disciples. They
were confused and frightened; but Jesus assured
them that, though they would face trouble, they
would find peace.

• What does it mean in the context of immediate
suffering or persecution that Jesus has “conquered
the world”? Where do you place your trust, and is
that placement worthy?

• What, for you, are the ultimate things? What is your
first question? How does being in touch with the

ultimate, and having confidence in it, help you deal
with uncertainty? a sense of danger? the idea of
limits and mortality? What word of experience can
you offer someone who is struggling with these
issues of safety and trust?

• If your trust in God is not as strong as you would
like, what needs to change?

• When the Office of Homeland Security issues
periodic terror alerts, how do you measure your
sense of security and a need for prudence with your
trust in God? with the need to go on with daily life?



What kind of hope do we offer to the world? When I say “we,” I mean
the so-called West, or what was called Christendom. Many are convinced
that there is no longer something like Christendom. They may be right. But
from outside we are still seen as a Christian society, and we are asked what
kind of hope and perspective we offer the world.... I am convinced that this
is one of the most important questions for the future: Are we able to give
people in the world hope?

I doubt whether the events of September eleventh could have been
avoided if we would have been able to give more hope to the people. But I
am sure that the long-term effect of these events will be determined by...
whether the youth of the world can expect hope and help from the way we
live. We claim that we stand for human rights and for the basic values of
human life. But what people experience from us is the reign of...shareholder
values and the Western way of life as sheer consumerism. This will be
attractive for those who expect just wealth and affluence; but, I fear, not for
those who really long for justice and peace.

(Bishop Walter Klaiber, Germany)
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• Read Isaiah 2:5-22; Matthew 5:24-33; Ephesians
1:1-23. Use a Bible commentary to better
understand the context and meaning of these
passages. What is the Scripture message to those
who put their hope in things or in armament?

• Our national leaders have often invoked the name
of God since the September 11 tragedy, suggesting
that we see ourselves as a Christian nation. As a
Christian, how do you interpret our two-prong
approach of dropping bombs and humanitarian aid
into Afghanistan? As a people who claim to place
our hope in God and not in armament, how does
our military response support or deny Christian
belief and behavior?

• The economic fallout from the September 11
tragedy has been enormous, with both domestic and
global implications. How has this affected you?
How do you balance the real need for some
economic stability with your hope in the promises
of God?

• How has the human face of this tragedy influenced
your thinking about and value of tangible goods?

• What truth can we hear from people who
historically have been oppressed because of their
color, religion, or ethnicity and from the images of
hope that emerge from their experience of living
with tragedy, oppression, and uncertainty?

Our pastors are finding it very difficult to be good Americans and devoted
Christians at the same time. (Bishop Joe E. Pennel, Jr., Richmond Area)

I went to a church, and the pastor was quite nervous because they had
had a full day’s discussion of where to place the flag in the sanctuary....
When I went in, the flag was just almost in front of the cross....

I said my opening prayer, and then I placed my hand upon my heart and
flung myself around to face the flag and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
With that, the whole congregation snapped to attention and rose in one
mighty roar and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.... “Wow, wasn’t
that great! Did you hear what you said? One nation under God,” I said. “If
you’ll be seated, I’ll explain to you something about this God.”

And then I unpacked the God of history, of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
the God that was born in a manger, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and

CHRISTIANS AND PATRIOTISM
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• Read Joshua 24:1-15; Isaiah 9:1-7; John 10:7-10;
Romans 5:1-11. The people of Israel saw themselves
as a theocracy, a nation governed by God. In the
Pledge of Allegiance, we call ourselves a “nation
under God.” Christians understand the incarnation
of God in Jesus as an affirmation of our lives in the
physical world. We know that we are promised an
abundant life in Christ.

• The U.S. Constitution prohibits the establishment
of religion and guarantees the free exercise of
religion. How do you understand the place of God
in our nation? Are we truly a “nation under God”?
What does that mean to you? Are faith and
patriotism at odds with each other, or do they
complement each other?

• Our Declaration of Independence says that all people
are created with the unalienable right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. Our Scriptures
guarantee us life because of God’s saving act in Jesus
Christ. Is the promise of “abundant life” in Jesus
Christ the same to you as the right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness? From your perspective,
how are these promises alike or different?

• We have a duty as citizens to live within the bounds
of our laws. Yet, The United Methodist Church also
recognizes the rights of individuals, under the
restraint of conscience, to resist or disobey laws they

deem to be unjust if they have exhausted all legal
recourse to change them. Some see criticism of our
country as unpatriotic, even ungodly. Others see
criticism as a Christian duty. What do you think? Do
you see any contradiction between being a Christian
and being a “good American”? Why or why not?

• Do you display an American flag in the sanctuary?
a flag? other banners and symbols? What influence
or power do these symbols evoke? Does this
influence change when the symbols are in a place of
worship instead of in the fellowship hall, for
example? If a flag is located in the sanctuary, where
should it be placed in relation to the altar, cross,
and pulpit? What theological principles should
influence our decisions about the appropriate place
of national symbols in our churches? How would
you explain to a non-Christian or new Christian
guest in your worship the reason for having an
American flag and your rationale for its placement?
How would you explain the other symbols and the
reasons for their placement? What do these
symbols say about us as a congregation?

• The United States has a growing Muslim
population. We are home to people from all over
the world who follow many different creeds and
religions. We are all American. How do you define
what it means to be an American?

dared to live among us to bring life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness
to all. I said, “If that is the God, then we are of one mind and one heart.
Let’s go after it.”

Well, it just took a slight adjustment of the attitude of a people to come
to grips with who they are and to whom they belong... I believe with all my
heart [that] if we live the words that we claim are God’s Word, then peace
and justice will reign; and life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness will be
God’s gift to all of God’s people.

(Bishop Felton Edwin May, Washington Area)



RESOURCES IN THE UNITED METHODIST BOOK

OF WORSHIP

Prayer with and for the Dying and the Bereaved:
Numbers 163, 166, 167–169

Prayer in a time of hurt, anger, and hate: 
Numbers 428, 435, 482, 515–517, 520–521,
526–527, 542, 545–546

PRAYERS IN THE UNITED METHODIST HYMNAL

Numbers 461, 466, 481, 489

MUSIC RESOURCES IN THE UNITED METHODIST HYMNAL

534, “Be Still, My Soul”
426, “Behold a Broken World”
517, “By Gracious Powers”
376, “Dona Nobis Pacem”
428, “For the Healing of the Nations”
129, “Give to the Winds Thy Fears”
130, “God Will Take Care of You”
178, “Hope of the World”
529, “How Firm a Foundation”
521, “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”
464, “I Will Trust in the Lord”
375, “There Is a Balm in Gilead”
377, “It Is Well With My Soul”
532, “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
431, “Let There Be Peace on Earth”
519, “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
452, “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”
368, “My Hope Is Built”
498, “My Prayer Rises to Heaven”

528, “Nearer, My God, to Thee”
730, “O Day of God, Draw Nigh”
729, “O Day of Peace That Dimly Shines”
435, “O God of Every Nation”
117, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
515, “Out of the Depths I Cry to You”
523, “Saranam, Saranam”
512, “Stand By Me”
436, “The Voice of God Is Calling”
437, “This Is My Song”
533, “We Shall Overcome”
439, “We Utter Our Cry”
442, “Weary of All Trumpeting”
526, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

MUSIC RESOURCES IN THE FAITH WE SING

2191, “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
2211, “Faith Is Patience in the Night”
2156, “Give Peace” (Taizé)
2219, “Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil”
2208, “Guide My Feet”
2213, “Healer of Our Every Ill”
2146, “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”
2212, “My Life Flows On”
2195, “In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful” (Taizé)
2234, “Lead On, O Cloud of Presence”
2054, “Nothing Can Trouble” (Taizé)
2183, “Unsettled World”
2216, “When We Are Called to Sing Your Praise”
2180, “Why Stand So Far Away, My God?”
2218, “You Are Mine”

12

WORSHIP RESOURCES

This resource is published by The General Board of Discipleship in conjunction with the Council of
Bishops of The United Methodist Church. © 2001 by The General Board of Discipleship. Permission
is granted to photocopy any portion of this study guide for use in educational settings. 

A cassette tape, which contains a larger segment of the bishops’ remarks and is supplemental to this
study guide, is available. To order copies of this study guide (# M135), the cassette tape (# M136),
study guide and cassette tape (# M137), call 800-972-0433 (toll free). This study guide and the
cassette tape are free while supplies last. Copies of this study guide may be available in the conference
offices and can be downloaded for free from www.gbod.org.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 by
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

This listing was prepared by staff of the Center for Worship Resourcing
of The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church and
was taken from their website (www.gbod.org). Visit that website for more
worship and age-level educational resources.




