
proRomans 12
We who are many are one body in Christ. 

Produced by the General
Board of Discipleship of
The United Methodist Church
to communicate effective
principles and practices
demonstrated by congregations
that are actively making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. 

These congregations are
marked by:

• Clarity around the mission
and vision of the 
congregation.

• Practice of spiritual 
disciplines, both corporately
and individually.

• Nurture of growth in 
discipleship through mutual
support and accountability.

• Cultivation of intentional and
mutual relationships with the
most vulnerable—the poor,
children, the imprisoned, the
powerless.

• Consistent concern for invit-
ing people into relationship
with Jesus Christ, combined
with wise practices for 
initiating them into the Body
of Christ.

• Connectional relationships
that facilitate participation in
God’s mission of global 
transformation.

• Shared clergy and lay
leadership.

A Natural Step
First United Methodist Church of Corvallis, Oregon takes seriously its

role of forming disciples for the transformation of the world. They have
become known in the community as a church that cares about real life
issues affecting the region and the world. Their deep commitment to
earth care is a prime example that speaks to people in and beyond the
church about ways that faith produces actions of love and justice.

Believing that God has a deep and abiding love for the whole creation,
some of the actions that the church has taken include

• creating a community garden and labyrinth  
• purchasing renewable energy credits for its electrical usage
• doing energy audits of the church and upgrading fixtures and 

equipment to modern high efficiency options 
• utilizing renewable options for carpeting 
• referencing Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design

(LEED) standards for construction and renovations  
• composting and recycling used items 
• using biologically safe products and products made with renewable

and recycled resources
• using products made by companies that operate with high standards

that allow people to meet their basic needs fairly and efficiently in
sustainable ways

• forming spiritual growth groups focused on key topics of earth care
• engaging in tree planting efforts 
• purchasing food from local farmers
In addition to implementing these practices at the church, the local

team also inspires members of the congregations to do the same at home
and in the wider community.

Some Questions for Discussion
• What does your church want to be known for, and how is that demon-

strated in the everyday actions of the congregation?

• What opportunities does your congregation provide for people to reflect
upon Scripture in the context of daily life decisions?

• In what ways is your congregation a faithful steward of God’s creation?
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