
proRomans 12
We who are many are one body in Christ.  

Produced by the General
Board of Discipleship of The
United Methodist Church to
communicate effective prin-
ciples and practices demon-
strated by congregations that
are actively making disciples
of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world. 

These congregations are
marked by:

• Clarity around the mission
and vision of the 
congregation.

• Practice of spiritual 
disciplines, both corporate-
ly and individually.

• Nurture of growth in disci-
pleship through mutual
support and accountability.

• Cultivation of intentional
and mutual relationships
with the most vulnerable—
the poor, children, the
imprisoned, the powerless.

• Consistent concern for
inviting people into rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ,
combined with wise prac-
tices for initiating them
into the Body of Christ.

• Connectional relationships
that facilitate participation
in God’s mission of global 
transformation.

• Shared clergy and lay 
leadership.

Not in My Congregation!
When First United Methodist Church in Shelbyville, Tennessee decided

to put projectors and screens into its sanctuary, there was great concern
among long-time members that this would destroy their worship experience
and ruin the church. However, through a careful introduction of this new
technology, the screens are now a welcome enhancement to the 9:55
Sunday morning worship experience.

The pastor knew there would be some resistance to the change so he
talked to other churches that had added this new technology and heeded
their advice. Here are three keys things First UMC Shelbyville did to 
successfully make this change:

1.  Most people equate video screens with contemporary worship and
they expect drums and guitars to be part of the package, but
Shelbyville did not change their traditional service nor add new 
musical styles to the worship service. Instead, they kept the same 
elements they had been using.

2. They projected the prayers of confession, the Lord’s Prayer, and the
words of the hymns onto the screens. They also intentionally used
familiar hymns that were known by most people in the congregation
and only occasionally used new contemporary songs.

3. They didn’t go crazy with the technology during the sermon. From
time to time they used a video or a picture, but did not make the
screens the focus of the sermon.

Six months later the congregation has found that the screens greatly
enhance the worship experience. Newcomers can easily follow the service,
and long-time members like standing and singing without holding a 
hymnal. Now that the traditional service has embraced this change, the
church is looking to add a new contemporary service in the fall. 

Some Questions for Discussion
• How are new ideas introduced in your congregation?

• How might you use new technology in ways that honor the history and
tradition of the church? 

• What are the particular issues and concerns in your congregation that
need to be acknowledged and respected when making a change to be
more inviting to newcomers?
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