
propRomans 12
We who are many are one body in Christ. 

Produced by the General
Board of Discipleship of
The United Methodist Church
to communicate effective
principles and practices
demonstrated by congregations
that are actively making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. 

These congregations are
marked by:

• Clarity around the mission
and vision of the 
congregation.

• Practice of spiritual 
disciplines, both corporately
and individually.

• Nurture of growth in 
discipleship through mutual
support and accountability.

• Cultivation of intentional and
mutual relationships with the
most vulnerable—the poor,
children, the imprisoned, the
powerless.

• Consistent concern for invit-
ing people into relationship
with Jesus Christ, combined
with wise practices for 
initiating them into the Body
of Christ.

• Connectional relationships
that facilitate participation in
God’s mission of global 
transformation.

• Shared clergy and lay
leadership.

Making Intergenerational Connections
Moses Lake United Methodist Church in Moses Lake, Washington has

been given credit by its local public school for more students passing the state
assessment test. The reason for this acknowledgement is a ministry called
Youth/Senior Connection (YSC).

In YSC older members of the congregation tutor at-risk elementary
school students after school four days a week during the school year. In this
cooperative venture, the students are referred by the school with parental sup-
port. The church provides the facilities and the volunteers. The ministry was
started in 2005, but when the school recently lost some funding for at-risk stu-
dents, the church increased the number of older adults in the program. All of
the participating volunteers must pass a state patrol background check before
they can be a tutor.

The church provides the students a snack when they arrive for their 
tutoring session. After 45 minutes of tutoring, the older volunteers provide 
the students with 30 minutes of a fun activity. Activities include cooking,
crafts, photography, writing, and puppetry. They even added learning to play
the harmonica, and before the Christmas break the students performed a 
harmonica concert for their parents, friends, and the congregation. 

Many who were once tutored as elementary students have now joined YSC
as youth volunteers to help tutor younger children, adding another generation
to this multi-generational ministry. The church pairs the youth volunteers with
younger students, maintaining an age difference of at least four years between
the youth tutor and the student. Older adults assist the youth tutors with their
tutoring skills and knowledge.

The fruits of this ministry are rich. Intergenerational relationships are
being built between children, youth, and older adults. Students are becoming
more proficient in their school work. Older adults are using their skills to
make a difference in the lives of children and youth, and the congregation is
playing a vital role in the life of the community.

Questions for Discussion
• What opportunities exist for intergenerational ministry in your community?

• How are older adults in your congregation empowered to use their 
knowledge and skills to make a positive difference in the community?
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