
prRomans 12
We who are many are one body in Christ. 

Produced by the General
Board of Discipleship of
The United Methodist Church
to communicate effective
principles and practices
demonstrated by congregations
that are actively making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. 

These congregations are
marked by:

• Clarity around the mission
and vision of the 
congregation.

• Practice of spiritual 
disciplines, both corporately
and individually.

• Nurture of growth in 
discipleship through mutual
support and accountability.

• Cultivation of intentional and
mutual relationships with the
most vulnerable—the poor,
children, the imprisoned, the
powerless.

• Consistent concern for invit-
ing people into relationship
with Jesus Christ, combined
with wise practices for 
initiating them into the Body
of Christ.

• Connectional relationships
that facilitate participation in
God’s mission of global 
transformation.

• Shared clergy and lay
leadership.

Ministry With
Lander United Methodist Church in Lander, Wyoming, is well known

in the area for its Thrift Shop. Initially a mission project of the United
Methodist Women, the store now has its own building and involves a crew
of 40-50 volunteers from the congregation and the local community.

While the store brings in revenues of nearly $60,000 per year, raising
money has never been its main purpose. The store’s reason for existence is
the opportunity it provides to be in service with neighbors for the common
good of all. And as a side effect, the store has become a hub of connec-
tions with the local community.

Congregational or group mission projects that become as large and
require as many volunteers as the United Methodist Thrift Store in
Lander run the risk of consuming most of the time, skills, mission
resources, and focus of a congregation. Instead, the Lander UMC's 
mission team works to help it be a channel that sparks the imagination of
the congregation and the town for many other ways they may be directly
involved in God's “ministry with” the people of Lander and, ultimately,
around the world. 

From meeting and getting to know thrift store customers face-to-face,
an increasing number of thrift store volunteers and others are helping the
church strengthen its connections with a local school backpack program
and the local food bank. Others are involved in the planning of mission
trips domestically, internationally, and to the UMCOR Depot in Salt Lake
City. The church sees more opportunities for expanding its capacity to
serve through the Yellowstone Conference's Angola Partnership.

Seeds planted years ago by a faithful United Methodist Women's group
and nurtured to maturity by the congregation and community are creating
an ecosystem for more and more people to experience the transforming
power of “ministry with,” locally, regionally, and across the globe.

Questions for Discussion
• What “ministries with” is your congregation known for?

• Who may be hearing a call to start a new “ministry with,” and what do
you have in place to help translate that call into action?

• How does your congregation intentionally work to help these opportuni-
ties become catalysts for more ministries rather than ends in themselves?
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