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WRITER’S NOTE 
 

A few years ago I was leading worship and singing for a church retreat at Beersheba Springs 
Assembly, the United Methodist Church’s Tennessee Annual Conference camping facility a 
couple of hours drive outside of Nashville. It is an old facility dating from before the US Civil 
War with some buildings remaining from that period. One afternoon I was relaxing in a room that 
contained old books, hymnals, and pictures of Beersheba Springs’ past glories and came across a 
little typescript booklet of the assembly’s history. It made mention of a General William B. Kern, 
a Confederate officer who later became a prominent Methodist clergyman. I was unable to find 
any information about General Kern, but one of the permanent staff of the assembly told me that 
he thought there was a big Methodist building in Nashville that had been named after him. 
 
The thought that the Kern Building in Nashville, one of the two main buildings that house The 
General Board of Discipleship (GBOD), The Upper Room, and The General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry of The United Methodist Church could be named after a slaveholder was 
difficult to accept. Of course, it proved untrue, which I discovered upon returning to Nashville.  
 
Discovering that the Kern Building is named after Methodist Bishop Paul Bentley Kern relieved 
my concerns, and with time I became increasingly interested in Bishop Kern. I knew nothing of 
him. We never spoke of him around GBOD. No one knew anything about him or why our 
building was named for him. Someday I would devote some time to finding out who he was. 
 
The opportunity presented itself during my three-month study leave taken during the spring of 
2007. My time away from travel, meetings, email, and office duties was given over to several 
writing projects. One day as a break from my writing, I put Bishop Kern’s name into Google’s 
search box and turned up a few hits. I clicked on several and I was hooked. The more I read of  
him the more I wanted to know more. Clearly he was a remarkable man. 
 
I discovered that he was buried in a Nashville cemetery and I visited the site. I found and made 
contact with a number of family members, including his only surviving child, now ninety-two 
years old. He has numerous descendants, many of whom have distinguished themselves as clergy, 
educators, and physicians. He leaves a lasting and impressive legacy in his family’s 
accomplishments. 
 
I have not attempted to write a biography nor has my research been deep or scholarly. I sought 
only to learn something about Bishop Kern, who he was, what he accomplished, and how our 
building came to share his name. I am most grateful to members of Bishop Kern’s family with 
whom I spoke and who provided information and memories. I’ve learned enough to know that I’ll 
be reading more of his work and learning more about him.  
 
It is appropriate that I make this information available this week, in celebration of the 105th 
wedding anniversary of Bishop and Mrs. Kern (June 11, 2012) and the Bishop’s 130th birthday 
(June 16, 2012).   
 
Dean McIntyre, Director of Music Resources 
The General Board of Discipleship 
PO Box 340003; Nashville TN 37203-0003 
Telephone 877-899-2780, ext. 7073 (toll-free) 
Web site: www.umcworship.org 
Email address: music@gbod.org  
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CHRONOLOGY 

 
 
1882, June 16 born in Alexandria, Virginia. His father was John A. Kern, an ordained Methodist 

minister. The Kern family lived in Kernstown, Virginia. The town was named for 
the Kern family and is now a suburb of Winchester, Virginia. 

1899 entered college at Randolph-Macon College where his father, John A. Kern, was a 
professor and the eighth college president, 1897-99. Years later, Bishop Kern and 
his brother, Alfred A. Kern, established the John A. Kern Scholarship Fund in honor 
of their father. 

1900 transferred from Randolph-Macon College to Vanderbilt University, Nashville 
1902 B.A. degree, Vanderbilt University 
1902 ordained elder by Bishop Elijah Embree Hoss who had been elected bishop in 1902 
1905 B.D. degree, Vanderbilt University; later earned M.A. degree, Vanderbilt; honorary 

degrees bestowed by Duke University (D.D.), Emory University (LL.D.), Ohio 
Wesleyan University (Litt.D.), Randolph Macon Men’s College (D.D., 1919) and 
Victoria University in Toronto (L.L.D., 1938). He was also Phi Beta Kappa, school 
and year unknown.  

1905 admitted to Tennessee Annual Conference, Methodist Episcopal Church, South 
1905 – 1907 simultaneously served several local churches while teaching at Vanderbilt 

University in Nashville; also served two years as an instructor for the 
Correspondence School for Ministers. 

1907, June 11 married Lucy Goodall Campbell of Nashville. They had three children (see below). 
1907 – 1910 Pastor, Blakemore Methodist Church, Nashville, Tennessee 
1910 – 1912 Pastor, Bell Buckle, Tennessee 
1912 – 1915 Pastor, Murfreesboro, Tennessee 

1915 With the founding of Southern Methodist University in Dallas, he became professor 
of English, Bible, and Homiletics. 

1920 became dean of the theological department, SMU 
1926 returned to pastoral ministry, appointed to Travis Park Methodist Church in San 

Antonio, Texas 
1930 elected bishop from the San Antonio Annual Conference at the Dallas General 

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.  
1930 delivered Fondren Lectures, Southern Methodist University 

1930 – 1934 His first appointment was Bishop of the Far East. He spent four years in China, 
Korea, and Japan. 

1930 – 1952 member Board of Education of The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and the 
Methodist Church. It is for him that the Kern Building, housing part of The General 
Board of Discipleship and The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, at 
1001 19th Avenue, South, in Nashville is named. The dedication plaque reads, “The 
Kern Building, named in honor of Bishop Paul Bentley Kern, 1882-1953; Pastor, 
Educator, Missionary, Author, Administrator, Bishop and distinguished member of 
the Board of Education of The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and The 
Methodist Church, 1930-1952.” The building is also dedicated to John Wesley and 
Frances Asbury. 
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Photo by Deb Smith 

The Kern Building, housing The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
and a part of The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist Church, 

1001 19th Avenue South, Nashville, Tennessee. 
 

 
Dedicatory plaque and sign of the Kern Building. 

 
1934 – 1938 Bishop of North and South Carolina areas 

1935 delivered the Cole Lectures at Vanderbilt University 
1936 received honorary LL.D. degree from Emory University 
1938 Bishop of the Nashville Area, supervising Tennessee, Holston, Florida, and Cuba 

conferences 
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1939 merger of Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
Methodist Protestant Church to form the new Methodist Church. Prior to the 
merger, he was bishop of Methodist Episcopal Church, South in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, and was very active in the formation of the new denomination. In the 
years following the merger, he was instrumental in the merging of the Epworth 
League and Sunday School Boards into the Board of Education, a predecessor of 
today’s General Board of Discipleship. Other areas of interest and influence 
included the Youth Caravan Movement, the Crusade for Christ, and higher 
education in Methodism. He served as chairperson of the board of trustees of 
Scarritt College in Nashville. 

1940 built a house at Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center in North Carolina, 
named it Friendship. He and his family summered there every year. The house is 
still in the family’s possession. There is also a Kern Center at Lake Junaluska 
located near Lakeside Lodge, the Apartments and Aquatic Center. It has an 
auditorium that can be divided into two meeting rooms and large front porch 
overlooking the lake. It also houses the Good Word Resource Center, a game room, 
and the Kern Kafe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kern Center, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina 
1941 A dedicated pacifist, even during World War II, Bishop Kern signed a statement 

with 1,000 USA Protestant ministers stating that there can be no reconciliation 
between the “central teachings of Jesus and the necessary operations of war.” 

1942 Included in Who’s Who in America, Vol. 22 (1942-43 edition) 
1948 delivered Episcopal address to the 1948 General Conference 
1948 delegate to the World Council of Churches 
1952 delivered Episcopal address to the 1952 General Conference in San Francisco; 

spoke on “Twelve Affirmations of What Methodists Believe” 
1952 received Doctor of Laws degree from SMU. The SMU citation reads, “For twenty-

two years Bishop of the Methodist Church, member of the first faculty of this 
University and one-time Dean of its School of Theology, architect of the 
educational policy of the former Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and of the 
United Methodist Church, preacher, author, educator, administrator of the Church. 

1952 retired from the Holston Conference, Methodist Church 
1953, Dec. 16 died of heart failure at Vanderbilt University Hospital in Nashville; buried Dec. 18, 

1953 in his wife’s family plot in Mount Olivet Cemetery (often incorrectly 
identified in sources as Mount Olive Cemetery), a short distance east of downtown 
Nashville, not far from the junction of Interstates 40 and 24. His grave, located on 
the northern edge of the cemetery near the juncture of sections 11, 14, and 16, is 
next to that of his wife, Lucy (d. Jan. 26, 1972). Both are marked with small, flat, 
carved, ground-level stones containing their names and dates. 
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  Grave Markers of Bishop and Mrs. Kern      Campbell/Kern Family Grave Site 

(Photos by Dean McIntyre, May 2007) 
 
 
 
 

PARTIAL LIST OF WORKS BY PAUL BENTLEY KERN AND 
PARTIAL HOLDINGS IN THE ARCHIVE AT THE GENERAL 

COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES AND HISTORY OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

 
The General Commission on Archives and History of The United Methodist Church, located in 
Madison, New Jersey, holds an archive of books, correspondence, notes, sermons, speeches, 
articles, reports, telegraphs, annual conference and Council of Bishops materials, and other items 
of Bishop Kern (Paul Bentley Kern papers, United Methodist Church Archives – GCAH, 
Madison, New Jersey; http://www.gcah.org/ead/gcah755f.htm ).  
 

• Is Prohibition a Success? (A sermon preached in Travis Park Methodist Church, San 
Antonio, Texas), San Antonio, Texas: Naylor Printing Co., n.d. 

• A Methodist Church and Its Work, New York & Cincinnati: Methodist Book Concern, 
1919, and Nashville & Dallas: Smith & Lamar, 1919 

• The Miracle of the Galilean, London(?): Williams & Norgate, 1930 
• The Miracle of the Galilean: the Fondren Lectures for 1930, Delivered before Southern 

Methodist University, Nashville: Cokesbury, 1930 
• The Basic Beliefs of Jesus, Cokesbury Press, 1935 
• The Miracle in Eternity, Nashville: Cokesbury Press, 1935 
• The Bible in a Time of Confusion, New York: American Bible Society, 1936 
• Methodism Has a Message! The Jarrell Lectures for 1941 at Emory University, 

Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1941 
• Why I Am a Protestant, Nashville: The Division of the Local Church, The Board of 

Education, The Methodist Church, 1946 
• What Methodists Believe: An Official Declaration of the Bishops of the Methodist 

Church, Nashville: Tidings, 1952 
• This We Believe: a Brief Statement of Faith in Doctrine and in Social Action as 

Interpreted in the Episcopal Addresses which Were Delivered to the General Conference 
of the Methodist Church in 1948 and 1952, Nashville: General Board of Education, the 
Methodist Church, 1953? 
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This diverse material documents Kern’s interests throughout his ministry. Taken as a whole, the 
materials illustrate the forces which Kern believed could and should shape the early and mid-
twentieth century world. 
 

• strong opposition to war, including both World Wars. 
• ethics in business 
• the cause of labor 
• the merger of The Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal, South, and Methodist 

Protestant Churches to form The Methodist Church in 1939 
• the Advance 
• Crusade for Christ 
• music, particularly jazz 
• systematic and practical theological issues 
• the church’s role in America and the world 
• America’s discipleship of the world’s wealth and resources 
• temperance 
• organizing the Korean Methodist Church 
• Methodism 
• Christian education 
• Sociology 
• Reformation Sunday 
• missions, especially in China 

 
There is one book written about Bishop Kern. The author states that it was privately published 
with only about twenty copies printed. He does not have a copy in his possession and does not 
know of the location of any of the copies.  

• Paul Bentley Kern, 1882-1953: Eminent Churchman (unknown binding) by Grady Lee 
Ernest Carroll (http://www.amazon.com/Paul-Bentley-Kern-1882-1953-
churchman/dp/B00071W1L8/ref=sr_1_8/102-6106998-
4094541?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1179013991&sr=1-8)  

 
 

AN EXCERPT FROM GEORGIA HARKNESS 
 
Beliefs that Count by Georgia Harkness 
http://www.religion-online.org/showchapter.asp?title=582&C=769 
 
(Georgia Harkness [1891-1974] was educated at Cornell University, Boston University School of 
Theology, studied at Harvard & Yale theological seminaries and at Union Theological Seminary 
of New York. She taught at Elmira College, Mount Holyoke, and for twelve years was professor 
of applied theology at Garrett Biblical Institute. In 1950 she became professor of applied theology 
at the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, California. This excerpt is from the introduction to 
her book, Beliefs that Count (Nashville: The Graded Press, 1961): 
 
 

The Purpose of this small book is to state the timeless truths of the Christian faith in 
terms relevant to the perplexities and confusions, the aspirations, joys, and sorrows of 
modern man in a troubled world. In short, we shall try to see not only  
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what Christians are entitled to believe but also how these beliefs "count" in the 
business of living. 

In her book, she headed each chapter with one of the “beliefs” taken from Bishop Kern’s 1952 
Episcopal address. About Bishop Kern, Georgia Harkness wrote: 
 

It is contrary to the spirit of John Wesley to put theological beliefs into a strait 
jacket when human need cries out for a more relevant application to Christian 
experience. Accordingly, all thoughtful and concerned Methodists rejoiced when, 
in the great Episcopal Address of the bishops of The Methodist Church to the 
General Conference of 1952, there was a forthright statement in contemporary 
terminology of what Methodists believe. Personally, one of the most moving and 
lifting experiences of my life was to hear the late Bishop Paul Bentley Kern read 
these great affirmations, so simply stated, so profoundly true, and so compelling 
in their witness to the ground on which we as Christians must stand. 

 
FAMILY STORIES AND ANECDOTES ABOUT BISHOP KERN 

 
The Cottage at Lake Junaluska: My grandparents did so love their cottage at the top of Littleton 
Road, aptly named (and always referred to in the family) as "Friendship."  One of my favorite 
things is the stone fireplace in the living room, with the words "Kindle Friendship" carved into 
stone.  The cottage was completed in 1941 and I was born in 1942. Throughout my childhood 
visiting our grandparents in this special place was the highlight of the whole year for all of the 
grandchildren. (Bates Buckner) 
 
College Activities: While a college student, Bishop Kern excelled at academic pursuits and was 
regional debating champion. He also enjoyed the outdoors and sports. He was the Southern 
Collegiate Tennis Champion and hiked with friends to the top of Long’s Peak in Colorado. 
 
Health and Stature: He had a heart murmur since childhood. In his 30s, his doctor told him that if 
he did not slow down, he would not live another 10 years. His response was to say that it was 
nevertheless important to him to live his life to the fullest while he was here (and he did). He was 
always optimistic, and this may have helped to account for his very good health up until the last 
six months of his life. He died at age 71 of heart failure. He was, by American standards, a 
relatively short man (about 5’6”). I remember someone telling him that he and John Wesley were 
exactly the same height. 
 
Appearance: During most of his life, my father looked much younger than his age.  Once, while 
he was a professor at SMU, he was invited to speak at a church in a small town in Texas. He 
traveled there by train, and the church warden was sent to meet him at the station. The warden 
returned from the station alone, and reported that “Dr. Kern was not on the train. Only two people 
got off. One was a woman and the other was a college student.” 
 
Traveling by Auto: My father was always very adventurous.  Among my favorite childhood 
memories are the car trips and vacations we took while we were living in Dallas.  One summer in 
the 1920s we drove all the way from Texas to Niagara Falls, another summer to New England, 
and another to Colorado and the west. In those days, few people dared to undertake such long car 
trips. The roads were often deserted, rough, unpaved, and either extremely dusty or rutted and 
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muddy.  Delays due to flat tires and broken springs were commonplace, and the engine often 
stalled while fording creeks with no bridge.  My father took it all in stride; none of these mishaps 
seemed to disturb him.  Ours was what was called an “open touring car,” meaning that it had a 
roof but was otherwise open to the air. There were isinglass and canvas curtains but no “roll 
down” windows.  We rode in the open air until it rained, when we had to stop and snap on the 
curtains.  These trips were great fun and filled with interesting sights, experiences and adventures. 
 
Lost at Sea: When we lived in San Antonio, he took the family on a cruise from Galveston to 
New York City.  Soon after we left Key West, we were overtaken by a terrific storm, which the 
Captain said was the worst he had ever encountered in his 35 years at sea. The ship lost all radio 
communication for several days, which gave rise to newspaper headlines back in San Antonio 
that we were “lost at sea.”  This voyage and storm happened during the time of Prohibition, and I 
remember learning that we had rescued four “rum runners” who had capsized while trying to 
bring their cargo from Cuba to Florida in a small boat. 
 
1918 Flu Epidemic: We were living in Dallas near SMU at the time of the 1918 flu epidemic.  In 
our house, seven were very sick with flu (my mother, my brother, my sister and myself, my aunt 
and her 2 year old daughter who were visiting from Virginia, and an SMU professor who roomed 
with us).  My father, the only one who was not sick, desperately needed help in caring for all of 
us.  A group of his SMU students came to the rescue, setting up a schedule where at least one of 
them would be there to cover us for 24 hours a day until we recovered. 
 
Fatherly Influence: I was greatly blessed to have two wonderful parents. I am grateful to many 
people for their influence in my life; however, my father’s influence was the greatest. I learned 
much from him, from his wisdom and from the courageous, compassionate, and creative way he 
lived his life.  There are two things he used to say that made an especially strong impression on 
me. The first, “There is a solution to every problem. All you have to do is find it,” and the second 
(passed down to him from his own father), “Never lend anyone anything if you are not willing to 
give it to them.” 
 
 

 “PRINCE PAUL” – A CHILDHOOD  REMEMBRANCE 
 
J.C. Montgomery, Jr., ordained United Methodist minister in Mexico, Missouri, has written a 
history and personal remembrance of the Mt. Sequoyah camping site in Arkansas. Recalling his 
boyhood memories at Mt. Sequoyah, he writes, “As a little boy, the author could never guess that 
Bishop Paul B. Kern, irreverently called “Prince Paul” behind his back, would later ordain him.”  
( http://nw-ar.com/mtseq/golden_years/golden_years.html ) 
 
 
 

BISHOP KERN’S FAMILY 
 
Bishop and Mrs. Kern had three children and nine grandchildren. 
 

FIRST GENERATION 
 
John Adam Kern, (d. ca.1928), Bishop Kern’s father, an ordained Methodist minister in the 
Baltimore Conference. He served as president of Randolph Macon College for Men and later on 
the faculty at Vanderbilt University in Nashville. Dr. Kern published three books: The Listening 
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Heart, Vision and Power, and Ministry to the Congregation (used as a textbook at several 
seminaries). He died in Dallas, having come to live with Bishop and Mrs. Kern for a short time. 
 
Margaret  Virginia Eskridge Kern, (d.1925), wife of John Adam Kern and Bishop Kern’s 
mother. She and her husband had both come to live with Bishop and Mrs. Kern at the end of their 
lives, and she, too, died while living with them in Dallas. 
 

SECOND GENERATION 
 
Paul Bentley Kern, (June 16, 1882 – December 16, 1953), pastor, educator, missionary, author, 
administrator, bishop.  
 
Lucy Goodall Campbell Kern, (April 14, 1882 – January 26, 1972), Bishop Kern’s wife. They 
met while students at Vanderbilt University in Nashville just after the turn of the twentieth 
century and married June 11, 1907. She and her family were from Nashville and it is in her 
family’s burial plot at Mount Olivet Cemetery in Nashville where they both are buried.  
 
Alfred Allen Kern, (1884 – d.1960s), Bishop Kern’s brother and Professor of English at 
Randolph Macon College for Women in the 1930s. Alfred Allen Kern had a daughter, Gertrude, 
who married Courtney Ross, a Methodist minister 
 
Leroy Eskridge Kern, (1888-1920s); Bishop Kern’s brother and an architect in New York. 
 
Katrina Kern, ( ? - ? ) Bishop Kern’s sister. She married Dr. J.M. Ormond, a professor at Duke 
Divinity School.  They had a son named Kern Ormond and four daughters (Janet, Margaret, 
Jessie, and Elizabeth).  Kern Ormond was a Methodist minister and his son, John Ormond, is also 
a Methodist minister.  The second daughter, Margaret, married Wannamaker Hardin, a Methodist 
minister, and their son, Wannamaker, Jr., is also a Methodist minister. 
 
Katherine Campbell (d.1982) was Mrs. Kern’s sister and Bishop Kern’s sister-in-law. She was 
buried in the family plot in Nashville in 1982. According to her nephew, Paul Bentley Kern 
(below), “Katherine Campbell worked in the Upper Room as a guide for many years.  No one 
was prouder of the Upper Room than my Aunt Cash.  She retired some forty years ago, so I don't 
suppose there is anyone there now who remembers her.” Her niece, Katherine Kern Buckner 
(below), writes of her, “I have always said that everyone should have an Aunt Cash. Although 
childless herself, she was so generous with her absolutely unconditional love for all of her nieces 
and nephews, and then for all of their children, her great-nieces and nephews.” 
 

THIRD GENERATION 
 
John Campbell Kern (1908-1983) was Bishop Kern’s oldest child and only son. He was a 
physician who practiced for many years in Burnett, Texas. He was called Campbell rather than 
John. He is buried in the Kern family plot in Kernstown, Virginia (now Winchester). That plot is 
located at the Braddock Street United Methodist Church.  
 
Vivien Kern was John Campbell Kern’s wife. She and husband John Campbell Kern had two 
children: Paul Bentley Kern and Carolyn Kern West.  
 
Virginia Kern Aldridge, (d.1998) Bishop Kern’s daughter, deceased, lived in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina, where she is buried. She married Julian McClees Aldridge, son of a mathematics 
professor at Duke University.  
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Katherine Kern Buckner , (b.1914), in 2007 was the only living child of Bishop Kern, residing 
in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Called “Aunt Kit” by the family, she was described as “a very 
young ninety-one who is still active and whose mind is still sharp.” She was in good health and 
had cataract surgery in 2007. She and her late husband, Frank Wooldridge Buckner, Jr., a 
physician, summered every year in Friendship, the house at Lake Junaluska built by Bishop Kern 
in 1941. Mrs. Buckner provided much information for this document.  
 
Frank W. Buckner, (1907-1959) married to Katherine Buckner and Bishop Kern’s son-in-law; 
physician in Virginia; attended Duke Medical School. 
 

FOURTH GENERATION 
 
Bates Campbell Buckner, (b.1942), Katherine and Frank Buckner’s daughter and Bishop Kern’s 
granddaughter, now living with her mother in Chapel Hill. She is a Ph.D. and research associate 
at the Carolina Population Center at UNC-Chapel Hill. She is an expert on population control, 
traveling the world consulting on that problem. 
  
John Kern Buckner, Katherine and Frank Buckner’s son and Bishop Kern’s grandson, twin 
brother of Jansen Buckner. He is an M.D. and cardiologist in Denver. 
 
Jansen Wooldridge Buckner, Katherine and Frank Buckner’s son and Bishop Kern’s grandson, 
twin brother of Kern Buckner. He is a retired U.S. Navy captain living in Carlsbad, California. He 
continues in work related to national defense and teaches night classes for the University of 
Phoenix. 
 

 
Dr. Frank Buckner is a grandson of Bishop Kern and son of Katherine and Frank Buckner. He 
is an ordained United Methodist minister and Professor of Religion and Coordinator of the 
Religion Program at United Methodist-related Huntingdon College in Montgomery, Alabama. He 
and his wife, Diane, live in Montgomery. 
http://www.huntingdon.edu/school_directory/frank_w_buckner  
 
 

 
Dr. Paul Bentley Kern is the grandson and namesake of Bishop Kern and son of John Campbell 
Kern. He is professor emeritus of history at Indiana University Northwest in Gary, Indiana. His 
areas of specialty include modern Germany, warfare, and ancient Greece. He was twelve years 
old when Bishop Kern died in 1953. http://www.iun.edu/~historyn/faculty/pkern-brief.shtml  
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Carolyn Kern West, granddaughter of Bishop Kern, daughter of John Campbell Kern, and Dr 
Paul Bentley Kern’s sister, is a retired Episcopal priest. She lives with her husband, Joe West, in 
Greenville, South Carolina, and they spend every summer at their cabin in Lake Junaluska. 
 
Dr. Julian M. Aldridge, Jr. is a grandson of Bishop Kern and son of Virginia Kern Aldridge 
(above) and Julian Aldridge. He is an ordained United Methodist minister, retired (March 26, 
1999) as Senior Minister of Myers Park UMC, Charlotte, North Carolina. Dr. Aldridge is married 
to Rebecca Burns, whose father was a Methodist minister in West Virginia. He and his wife, 
Becky, live in Matthews, NC, and have a summer house at Lake Junaluska.  
 
Lucy Aldridge Hinson is a granddaughter of Bishop Kern and son of Virginia Kern Aldridge 
(above) and Julian Aldridge. She lives in Rocky Mount, NC. 
 
Virginia Aldridge Bailey is also a granddaughter of Bishop Kern and son of Virginia Kern 
Aldridge (above) and Julian Aldridge. She lives in Rocky Mount, NC. 
 
Lucy Hinson, granddaughter of Bishop Kern and daughter of Virginia Kern Aldridge (above) 
and Julian Aldridge. She lives in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. 
 
Ginna Bailey, granddaughter of Bishop Kern and daughter of Virginia Kern Aldridge (above) 
and Julian Aldridge. She lives in Rocky Mount, North Carolina. 
 

FIFTH GENERATION 
 
 

  
Dr. Julian M. Aldridge, III is the son of Dr. Julian M. Aldridge, Jr., and a great-grandson of 
Bishop Kern. He is an orthopedic surgeon on the faculty of the Duke University School of 
Medicine in Durham, North Carolina. 
http://ortho.surgery.duke.edu/modules/dukefaculty/viewDetails.php?d=aldri004&t=1   
 
Wil Bailey is a great-grandson of Bishop Kern and grandson of Virginia Kern Aldridge. He 
graduated from Duke Divinity School and currently lives and does Methodist mission work in 
Costa Rica. 
 
 

THE McCLURE/CAMPBELL/KERN FAMILY BURIAL SITE 
 
Bishop and Mrs. Kern are buried in Mrs. Kern’s family plot in the Mount Olivet Cemetery (1101 
Lebanon Pike, Nashville, TN 37210) a short distance east of downtown Nashville, Tennessee, not 
far from the junction of Interstates 40 and 24. The cemetery is often misnamed in sources as 
Mount Olive. The family plot measures 400 square feet and is located in section 14 on the north 
central edge of the cemetery at the juncture of sections 11, 14, and 16. The plot is listed in  
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cemetery records as the Campbell/McClure plot. Listed owners are Mrs. Mary McClure and Kate 
Campbell. It was purchased January 13, 1902. Burials in the family plot (2007) include: 

• Albert P. McClure, originally buried at the cemetery on November 14, 1901, was moved 
to the new family plot on January 14, 1902.  – husband of Mary Campbell and Katherine 
Campbell’s sister;  

• W. B. Campbell, Mrs. Kern’s father, January 12, 1911 
• Lena Campbell, August 7, 1922 – died in Dallas of cancer; not a daughter of W. B. 

Campbell, she was more distantly related, but that relationship is now lost to the family. 
Bishop Kern was instrumental in her finding employment in Dallas as a dormitory 
matron on the SMU campus. 

• Isaac G. Campbell, January 31, 1925 – Katherine McClure Campbell’s husband and Mrs. 
Kern’s father 

• Katherine [McClure] Campbell, August 7, 1947 – Mrs. Kern’s mother and Bishop Kern’s 
mother-in-law 

• Bishop Paul B. Kern, December 18, 1953 
• Lucy Campbell Kern, January 27, 1972. Lucy, her sister Katherine Campbell (below), 

and a third sister not buried in the family plot (Bertha McLester) at the end of their lives 
all lived at McKendree Village in Nashville, a retirement home and care center. All three 
died there. Bertha is probably buried with her husband, Judson McLester, perhaps in 
Ashland, Kentucky where they lived until Judson's death. 

• Katherine Campbell, January 5, 1982 - Isaac and Katherine Campbell’s daughter and 
Mrs. Kern’s sister, “Aunt Cash” 

• Crutcher McClure, December 14, 1989 – son of Mary Campbell and Albert McClure; 
graduated from Johns Hopkins University but never practiced medicine. He was engaged 
to marry but became deaf quite suddenly, and broke the engagement. He lived a tragic 
life according to his family. 
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PHOTOS OF THE KERN BUILDING, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
 

Photos by Deb Smith, General Board of Discipleship, May 15, 2007 

 
Front Entrance 

 

 
Front Entrance 
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The Kern Building Dedicatory Plaque 

 
 
 

 
Front Façade, “Board of Education, The Methodist Church” 
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John Wesley Medallion 

 

 
Frances Asbury Medallion 
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Board of Education Medallion 

 
 
 

 
 

PHOTOS OF THE CAMPBELL/KERN FAMILY GRAVESITE, 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

 
Photos by Dean McIntyre, May 9, 2007 

 

 
Bishop and Mrs. Kern’s Plaques in Front 
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