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When Mary Poured a Rich Perfume
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WORDS:   Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2001 (John 12:1-8; Deuteronomy 15:11)                                           KINGSFOLD
MUSIC:     English melody; arr. by Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906                                                                       CMD
(Alternate tunes: ELLACOMBE or FOREST GREEN)

Words copyright © 2001 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Published by The General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist
Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203. Web site http://www.umcworship.org . Telephone 615-340-7070.

This hymn may be duplicated and used in congregational worship with the inclusion of the complete copyright clause on each
copy. It may not be sold, republished, or used for profit. Additional hymns by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, photo, and bio are
available at http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?act=reader&item_id=15705&loc_id=17,22,1131 . She may be con-
tacted by email at bcgillette@comcast.net .

Hymn Note: Faithful people in Jesus' day memorized many passages of the Bible. Jesus and the Gospel writers who quote him
often would quote part of a verse with the expectation that people would know what follows. It is like when you hear the ex-
pression, "Four score and seven years ago..." you naturally think of what follows - the rest of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address.
What Jesus was quoting to Judas is Deuteronomy 15:11: "Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I
therefore command you, 'Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.' " Rather than saying there is nothing
we should do about the poor, the Bible makes clear that we are called to help those in need.
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