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Instructions for Conducting 
the Listening Session  

   

Before the Session  

1.  Become acquainted with  the discussion questions.  

2.  Become familiar with the equipment (timer, voice recorder, sound equipment if used...).  

3.  Decide who will lead each section.  

4.  Appoint a timekeeper.  

   

Getting Started  

1.  TURN ON THE VOICE RECORDER!  

2.  Introduce yourself and open with prayer.  

3.  Thank your hosts.  

4.  Preview the session.  (I.e., we are here for XX minutes to look at XX major questions.  Let us 
now begin with Question 1).  

   

Conducting the Session  

1.  As much a possible, deal with th sections IN ORDER.  

2.  Be sure to discuss the underlined question before moving on to the next section.  

3.  If you exhaust a question early, please move on to the next question.  Determine ways to 
include as many people as possible in the discussion.  

4.  End on time.  

5.  Thank your participants and close with prayer.  
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Listening Post  Plan and Questions (90 minutes)  

   

Opening Introduction and Prayer -- 5 minutes  

[start recorder and remember to use timer for sections]  

   

1.  Worship Practices -- 10 Minutes (no underlined question in this section)  

What are you doing in worship? How do you participate in worship  

What do you  NOT like about what you are doing in worship?   

   

2.  Good Church -- 15 Minutes  

Describe a good church service.  Is there one that stands out in your memory?  

What happens to make a church service "good?"  Is it possible to plan for “good” worship? What 
happens in your church prior to worship that contributes to making the service good?  

How do you personally prepare for worship? How does your church prepare for worship 
(worship planning, choir rehearsal, fasting and prayer, spiritual disciplines, etc.)  

  

3.  Music -- 20 Minutes  

What kind of songs do you sing at your church and who sings them?  

(As needed)  

Do you have a choir?  
What role does your choir play in worship?  
How important is the choir to your personal worship experience?  
Do you have a praise and worship team?  
Does your congregation sing?  
 
How do you feel about the way instruments are used in your church? 
 
When you have prayer service, do you usually sing? Where do those songs come from? 
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4. Hymnal / Worship Resources -- 20 Minutes 
 
Does your church use a hymnal/songbook? which one(s)? 
 
How often do you use this hymnal/songbook? 
 
Describe the order of worship in your church on Sunday morning? Is it the same every Sunday? 
 
Where do you get your resources for worship for the kind of worship happening in your church? 
 
 
 
5. Worship Traditions -- 20 Minutes 
 
What are some of the worship traditions that have been passed down in your church? 
 
Describe the special days that are observed in your congregation (e.g. Ushers' or Annual Day, 
Women’s Day, Men’s Day, etc.) What resources do you use to plan for special days?  

Do you have Watch Night service? What takes place during the Watch Night service at your 
church? 
 
Describe funerals at your church? (Order of worship, participants, music, special practices, how 
the body is handled, viewing, etc.) 
 
Are there any special worship practices / songs / motions, gestures or choreography that your 
church uses in worship? (choir processional movements, joining and raising hands, marches, 
greeting of visitors, etc.) 
 
 

 
 

 


