New Pastor Appointment

Bishop (insert Bishop’s name) is appointing to a new pastor for (name of your congregation), effective (insert date).  

In anticipation of a new appointment, the Staff Parish Relations Committee met with (insert name), our District Superintendent, to share hopes and dreams and a “picture” of our congregation at this time, to assist the Bishop in making this appointment of a pastor to our UMC. 

The P/SPRC offers the following information to begin ministry with our new pastor in an informed and compassionate way.

How United Methodists Understand Clergy Appointments
United Methodists believe it makes sense for the Annual Conference to take a look at all the churches in the conference in order for the Bishop to deploy the clergy in the most appropriate way for the good of every church, Christian ministry in all communities and the good of the Annual Conference.  One of the strengths of this system is that for any UMC …on the day after one Pastor leaves, the next Pastor is on the job.  The “appointment” of pastors is the ministry of the Bishop as advised by the District Superintendents, who have met yearly with each Staff Parish Relations Committee to keep a clear understanding of each UMC. United Methodists believe that the method of yearly meetings with the DS and regular reporting of the ministries of each UMC, provide good input to the Bishop as she or he prays about each appointment. We are a connected church.  We are all branches on the vine.  We are an extended family.  

United Methodists – Connected in Mission and Ministry
Each United Methodist Church shares with every other United Methodist Church around the world in mission and ministry. There are about 8 million United Methodist Christians in the USA and another 3 million in Europe, Africa, the Philippines and Asia. The United Methodist Book of Discipline (which is the Book which outlines our way of operating) makes it clear that the Annual Conference is the primary support for congregations with in the geographic region.  Our annual conference is (insert name of conference). Each Annual Conference undertakes various projects, programs, missions and ministries to extend the love of God in Jesus Christ. People who are active members of a UMC like ours guide these ministries.

How Pastors understand their appointment
Each UM Pastor has taken vows that commit her or him to going in ministry where the Bishop sends.  Certainly there is conversation, discernment and prayer before each appointment is made…but each UM Pastor acknowledges a commitment to serve the UMC at the call of the Bishop through prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  
When a person becomes a Pastor in the UMC, that person becomes a member of the Annual Conference, just like another person might become a member of a local UMC.  And in the same way that a lay person is asked to be responsible in different ministries in the local church over a period of time, so too, is each Pastor appointed to different ministries in the life of the Annual Conference. 

We are a United Methodist Church. United Methodists believe and follow Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  We base everything we intentionally do on Christ’s teachings and commands.  The UMC understands that as human beings we are apt not to get it perfectly as Jesus would like…so we also put our complete trust in the Grace of God as demonstrated in Jesus.  Mercy, grace, forgiveness, compassion, understanding, and the love of a family are the hallmarks of the United Methodist Church everywhere in the world. 

Moving Forward Together
When there is an appointment change each UMC becomes better acquainted with the methods of the United Methodist Church…and this means becoming better acquainted with things like; The Discipline, General Conference, Church Conferences, Annual Conferences, Bishops, the Ministry of the Laity, District Superintendents, Pastors, and Ministry in general…to name a few.
When there is an appointment change, we all re-examine our values and have opportunity to re-commit to Jesus’ invitation to Discipleship and a Christian life-style. Together we move forward into God’s future!


